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U.S. CHARGES GAMBI NO CAPTAI N AND SOLDI ER
W TH EXTORTI ON, TAX FRAUD | NVOLVI NG AN ADULT
ENTERTAI NVENT CLUB | N M DTOAN MANHATTAN

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, PASQUALE D AMJRO the Assistant
Director in Charge of the New York O fice of the FBI, ELLIOT
SPI TZER, the New York State Attorney Ceneral, M CHAEL J. THOVAS,
t he Special Agent in Charge of the New York Field Ofice, IRS
Crimnal Investigation, and GORDON S. HEDDELL, the Inspector
General of the United States Departnent of Labor, announced today
t he unsealing of a six-count Indictnment in Manhattan federal

court chargi ng SALVATORE SCALA, a/k/a “Uncle Sal,” alk/a “Fat



Sal,” a Captain in the Ganbino Fam |y, and THOVAS SASSANO, a/k/a
“Monk,” a Soldier in the Ganbino Famly, with extorting and
conspiring to extort the owner and operators of the V.I.P. Cub
an adult entertai nnment club [ocated in Manhattan.

The I ndi ctnent charges that SCALA, a long-tinme Captain
in the Ganbino Fam |y, oversaw a crew of Soldiers and associ ates
of the Ganbino Family. In his capacity as Captain, SCALA
al l egedly supervised and profited fromthe illegal activities of
the Sol diers and associates in his crew. Specifically, since as
early as 1996, SCALA allegedly profited froma w de variety of
crimnal activities, including extortions, illegal ganbling,
securities fraud, and | oansharking. The Indictnent specifically
charges SCALA and SASSANO, a Ganmbino Fam ly Soldier in SCALA s
crew, with using their positions in the Ganbino Famly to extort
| arge sunms of noney fromthe owner and operators of the V.I.P
Club fromthe m d-1990s through 2002. The Indictnent al so seeks
the forfeiture of $2.5 million of crimnal proceeds from SCALA
and SASSANO rel ated to the extortion of the V.I.P. O ub.

In addition to the extortion, the Indictnment charges
SCALA with four counts of tax evasion. The Indictnment alleges
that from 1998 to 2001, SCALA, while receiving | arge suns of
money froma variety of different sources, including the
extortion of the V.I.P. Cub, willfully evaded payi ng taxes on
any of the incone. 1In fact, the Indictnment alleges that SCALA

did not file a single federal incone tax return during those
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years, even though bank accounts maintai ned by SCALA reveal ed
hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash deposits.

| f convicted of the charges in the Indictnent unseal ed
t oday, SCALA faces 60 years in prison and SASSANO faces 40 years
in prison. Both defendants are charged with conspiracy to conmt
extortion and with extortion, each of which carries a maxi mum
statutory penalty of 20 years in prison. In addition, SCALA is
charged with four counts of tax evasion, each of which calls for
a maxi mum penalty of 5 years in prison

SASSANO, 59, lives in Westbury, Long Island, New YorKk.

SCALA, 62, lived in Brooklyn before his incarceration
according to court records.

SASSANO was arrested today in connection with the
charges in the Indictnent. SCALA is currently serving a sentence
froma prior crimnal conviction and, accordingly, will be
brought by the United States Marshal’s Service to this District
to face the charges in the Indictnent.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the FBI, the New York
State Organi zed Crinme Task Force, the Internal Revenue Service,
Crimnal Investigation, and the Departnent of Labor in this
i nvestigation and said that the investigation is continuing.

Assistant United States Attorney JOON H KIMis in

charge of the prosecution.



The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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